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Course Name: VTS Operator Basic Training 103/1 Standard-IALA  

 

VTS Operator Basic Training 103 /1is intended for those interested in working 

as operators for Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) in ports. The course is generic, held 

in a classroom with simulator support. 

The license for performing the duties of a VTS Operator will only be provided 

upon completion of the On the Job Training. This will be linked to the port which 

the On the Job Training is performed. To perform the function of VTS Operator in 

another port the completion of a new On the Job Training is required. 

 

Code: MAR 800   

  

Course Objective:  

 

At the completion of the course the student should have acquired the skill levels 

required, in accordance with the requirements established in IALA V103/1, to 

perform the duties of Vessel Traffic Service Operator (VTSO). 
 

  

Program Methodology: 

 

Lecturing, brainstorming, group discussion, presentation 

 

Who Should attend? 

Officers that want to work port side with the management of vessel traffic and 

control. Non-seafarers will be required to take a course with general nautical 

notions and GMDSS before enrolling. 

Pre-Course Requirement: 

It would be an advantage for delegates to have some knowledge or prior study of 

oil spill response issues and techniques. 

 

 

Course Outline:  
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Part 1 – Classroom:  

• VHF Radio  

• Traffic management in the VTS area  

• Equipment Operation  

• Use of Standard Marine Communication Phrases (SMCP) and English language 

in written and oral forms.  

• Communications coordination  

• Response to emergency situations  

Part 2 – Simulator: The course participants are faced with a number of interactive 

realistic simulation exercises designed to test subjects in all aspects VTS in a safe 

and efficient manner. The exercises gradually increase in complexity and require 

the application of all the knowledge that the student studied for the theoretical part 

of the course. 

 

 

Course Duration 
 Venue  

Days:  5 Days   
 

 

Time: 08:00 AM -03:00 PM                          Numbers of hours: 35 
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